Information for parents and carers
Work experience is an opportunity for students to spend some time with an employer or other organisation, giving them the opportunity to experience the hours, working conditions and regulations they may encounter when they go to work themselves.

The work placement can give students some surprising insights into the nature of work and provide them with some useful ideas for an eventual job choice or long term career.

Most schools offer work experience as part of their careers programme. At Lord Lawson this is arranged during Year 10 and lasts for one week. In 2011 the dates are: Monday 18th – Friday 22nd July.

Prior to the placement, Guidance lessons will cover the necessary work experience skills required, including what to expect during the placement, what to do if they are ill, what to do if a problem arises during the week, and relevant Health & Safety procedures.

Please note that work experience is unpaid. The employer is giving up their time to help your son or daughter.
There are two ways for student placements to be organised:

1) Connexions Placement

2) Student’s Own Personal Placement

Connexions Placement

There are a variety of placements advertised in school for students to select from. The placements are advertised in the Guidance corridor on the Lord Lawson Job Shop Board.

Students select a placement then request an information sheet about their chosen job. The information sheet will tell them:

· Where the placement is – address and telephone number

· Who to report to

· Details of special clothes/shoes required

· Hours of work

· Arrangements for lunch

Please note that students leaving an employer’s premises at lunchtime do so at their own risk and will not be the responsibility of the employer during that period.

Student’s Own Personal Placement

Students are encouraged to find their own placements so they can select a place of work appropriate to their own interests and skills – perhaps a placement not currently offered by Connexions.

Any student wishing to do so should look at the section on the website titled “Placement Guidelines” which goes into detail about organising their own work experience.

How can parents/carers help?

As a parent/carer you can be extremely supportive and helpful in this process by discussing placement types, helping to find possible employers to contact (Yellow Pages/Yell are good places to start), assisting with initial contact by letter/phone. You may also be able to help with ideas or contacts of your own. You can also stress the importance of work experience.

Although Connexions organises over 12,000 placements every year they are always looking for new people to offer work experience. If you, or any of your contacts, would be interested in offering work experience placements they would love to hear from you. Call the Connexions Vacancy team on 0800 073 9700.

