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Student Handbook

Key Stage 4

 Information
Qualification Details

· The BTEC First Diploma in Performing Arts is a two year course which is equivalent to 4 GCSE’s
· To achieve the BTEC First Diploma in Performing Arts you must complete 6 units (two of which are core units) and commit to a minimum of 360 Guided Learning Hours during the course. 

· Each Unit is graded against specific criteria on three levels, Pass, Merit and Distinction. 

· These achievement levels are equivalent to the following GCSE level grades: Pass= C, Merit= B, Distinction= A. 

· The BTEC course supports and encourages learners to develop and strengthen their skills. Once Criteria grades have been awarded learners are able to use feedback to focus their learning and have many opportunities to achieve a higher criteria grade throughout the course. 
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Programme Overview
Learners should expect to study and complete four units in the first year of the course and two units in the final year. The following information explains which units will be covered with some unit detail.

Year 10
1. Unit B4: Performing Dance- Performing Dance allows learners to study a variety of dance styles including Jazz, contemporary, hip- hop, ballroom and Latin American. This unit provides the opportunity for learners to become and understand the importance of being a varied and versatile performer.  
2. Unit B5: Contemporary Dance- This unit provides the opportunity for learners to develop their Contemporary Dance skills and technique in depth. Contemporary Dance provides the opportunity for learners to be creative and attempt choreography tasks. 
3. Unit B6: Jazz Dance- This Jazz Dance unit provides the opportunity to study Jazz dance in depth from performance skills of musical theatre to the technique of Bob Fosse. This unit is lively and energetic- a perfect introduction to the course!
4. Unit C7: Understanding Drama- Understanding Drama allows learners to develop their drama skills and confidence in performance. Being a multi talented performer is encouraged in this unit, this is essential in achieving success in the Performing Arts Business.  
Year 11
5. Unit A1: Performing Arts Production Process (Core Unit) - This is a very exciting unit in which learners create a Performance Company. Each member takes on two roles, one role as performer and another role of their choice. Past roles have included Choreographer, Stage Manager, Lighting Technician and Costume Designer. The company work towards a final major show.
6. Unit A2: The Performing Arts Business (Core Unit) – This unit is mainly theory based and allows learners to understand in detail aspects and areas of The Performing Arts Business. This unit provides a valuable learning curve for students and draws upon all aspects of their practical experience to enhance their learning. This unit is essential for any student wishing to purse Performing Arts in Further Education or indeed as a career. 
The importance of independent study and commitment to work

· Motivation, enthusiasm and commitment are the key factors to achieving success on the BTEC First Diploma Performing Arts course. You must become a pro-active and independent learner in order to progress and reach your full potential on the course.
· Attendance, punctuality and general enthusiasm, motivation and commitment are taken very seriously on the BTEC First Diploma Performing Arts course. 
· Poor attendance, punctuality and lack of motivation in class will have serious affects on your grades and achievement on the course. 
· You must make the most of your time on the course as you cannot make up for a term of poor commitment. 

· BTEC courses give learners many opportunities to improve upon their grades and reach their full potential. However this is ongoing assessment and long periods of absence, continual poor punctuality or lack of hard work cannot be made up for with an exam -this will therefore affect your overall First Diploma grade. 
· Extra rehearsals should be attended especially in preparation for a show or assessment. 

· Organised extra rehearsals will be arranged and attendance is compulsory.
· You will discover that practice does make perfect and the more rehearsal you undertake the stronger your achievements on the course will be. 

· Any attendance, behavioural or motivational issues will be dealt with seriously and could result in you being asked to leave the course.
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Theatre Visits:

1. Thursday 11th September 7:30pm- Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat at the Theatre Royal

2. Tuesday 21st October 7:30pm- Flashdance the Musical at the Sunderland Empire

3. Wednesday 11th February 7:30pm- West Side Story at the Theatre Royal

Workshops:

1. Liv Lorent Dance Company workshop in School

2. Dora Frankel Company Workshop in School
Assessments/ Performances:

1. Children in Need Talent Show- Dress Rehearsal, 19th November and Performances 20th and 21st November at 7pm

2. Christmas Concert- Wednesday 17th December at 7pm

3. Dance Showcase 1- Dress Rehearsal, Tuesday 10th February and Performance, Wednesday 11th February at 7pm

4. Dance Showcase 2- Dress Rehearsal, Thursday 7th May and Performance, Friday 8th May at 7pm
5. Summer Concert- Dress Rehearsal, Wednesday 8th July and Performance Thursday 9th July at 7pm
[image: image5.png]



