Formative Assessment Policy

This policy is designed to provide staff, students and parents with a framework regarding formative assessment of students work within school.

The policy will be split into 2 parts, whole school policy followed by department policy. This will allow for the diverse range of subjects and age ranges taught within the school whilst also providing some element of consistency and expectations. The following must be taken into consideration:

· Each student in each class can expect to have a least one written, curricular target per subject per half term. Where possible students will be given chance to improve their work according to the target.

· Checked work will be identified using symbols. The symbols identified from the literacy policy are to be used.

· Peer and self assessment can be used by students as a method of assessment.

· Oral feedback, one of the most effective methods of feedback, is to be used as necessary.

· Students are to be aware of the department’s policy on assessing work.

Science Department Policy

KS3

Feedback on the students work should be given at least once per half term This can be in the form of a written comment on the book or verbal feedback given to the students. The feedback should indicate what features of the work were done well and how the work could be improved. (a curricular target)
The students should be given the opportunity to reflect on the feedback and encouraged to set themselves targets for improvement, based on the feedback given. This may be when the feedback has been given, or when a similar activity is being done at a later date.

Certain key pieces of work, such as those used for levelling will use success criteria. Peer and self assessment activities will give the students the opportunity to consider how they have met the success criteria and what aspects of the work could be developed to improve the mark.
KS4

Coursework
Detailed feedback will be given to the student while completing coursework, outlining how the work can be improved. This will be written and given verbally. The student will have the opportunity in class to act on the advice given.

Preparation for Tests and Exams

Practise tests will be used in the revision programme. These will be marked and graded in class, via peer and self assessment. Verbal feedback on how to improve will be given. Students are given opportunities to correct their work. Exam analysis may be used to identify common problems, which will then be addressed in class. 

