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Paper 1: Section A – Reading:

Non-fiction and media texts
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It is important to practise the skills for answering this paper before you attempt any questions.  Do you know how to:

· [image: image4.jpg]


Follow an argument?

· Evaluate the use of fact and opinion?

· Evaluate the use of language?

· Evaluate the use of presentation, layout and graphics?

Follow an argument
This is by far the easiest thing you are asked to do in a GCSE English examination.  However, this is the question most people get wrong because they try too hard.  All you are being asked to do is recount in your own words what the writer is trying to say.  Success comes from identifying the key points of the person’s argument and writing about these in a concise way.  More importantly, you must be seen to answer the question.

1. Find a newspaper; usually in the examination they use an extract from one of the quality newspapers e.g. The Guardian; The Times or The Independent.  Read an article that is fairly short.   Now, in the following box fill in the name of the writer of the article, the main topic of the article and the headline:
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Notice how it doesn’t use the phrase ‘follow an argument’ in the question.  However, the question is clearly asking you to understand what the writer has to say. 

2. Now, write an answer to this question on a separate piece of paper, responding to the newspaper article that you have chosen. 6 marks means you need to write for about 12 minutes.  Therefore, the examiner would expect no more than ¾ of a page.

3.  Have you:

Identified the key points in the article?

Expressed these in your own words, concisely?

Answered the question?

Fact and opinion
In the examination you will be asked to explore a writer’s use of fact and opinion.  You are expected to select examples of facts and opinions.  You are meant to identify the examples, stating whether it is a fact or an opinion. You are then asked to comment on what effect the writer is trying to achieve and how effective they have been.

4. Write a definition of:

A fact:



An opinion:


5. Identify whether the following statements are facts or opinions.  This will help you to know how to select facts and opinions.

	Statement
	Fact or opinion?

	Wayne Rooney scored 3 goals against Bolton, winning the game for Manchester United.
	

	I really like gravy.
	

	Scientists claim that we may grow taller by eating bread crusts.
	

	Six out of ten people prefer a Big Mac.
	

	In 1974 one of the greatest singer song writers was born. 
	


6. More important than identifying the fact or opinion is being able to say (a) what the writer is trying to achieve in the statement and (b) how successfully they have been.  Look again at the five statements.  Can you say something about the way these facts or opinions have been written?

e.g. The fact that Wayne Rooney scored three goals against Bolton is informative.  The statement is quite plain; therefore the writer is merely communicating the facts of the game.  However, because the writer links this phrase to the idea that Manchester United won the game the writer is suggesting that Wayne Rooney was the main reason they were victorious over Bolton.

Graphics and presentation

There will be at least one text in the examination that will use lots of pictures and presentational devices.

7. Below, you will see a table with a list of presentational devices.  For each presentational device, explain why it is important in a media or non-fiction text.  The first one has been done for you.
	Device
	Why is it important in media and non-fiction texts

	Logo
	It allows the reader to identify with the product.

	Bold Text
	

	Bullet points
	

	Headings
	

	Colour
	

	Underlining
	


8. The examiner may also ask you to talk about the effect that a graphic has on the reader’s understanding of the text.  Below are two graphics from leaflets.  Can you say what techniques the writer uses in the graphic, what effect they hope the language will have on the reader, and if they have done this effectively, or not.








Language

“Language” refers to the words and sentences writers choose for effect.
9. Here, you will find a list of linguistic devices and a range of definitions.  Your task is to match up each device with the correct definition.  You can write out your answers in the table below.

Device


Definition

Alliteration


A question that doesn’t require an answer

Simile



First, second or third person narrative

Onomatopoeia 

The repetition of the sound at word beginnings

Metaphor


Repeating something for effect

Rule of 3 


Using ‘like’ or ‘as’ to compare

Rhetorical question

A word representing a sound
Repetition


Non-literal comparison (without ‘like/as’)

Narrative style 

Three ideas used in quick succession for effect

	Device
	Definition

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


10. Reread the newspaper article you found for ‘following an argument.’  Underline the text where you find an example of one of the techniques from the table above.  

Select an example to write in the table below.  Identify the technique used and comment on the effect it has on the reader and how successful it is.

	Selected example
	Technique
	Comment

	
	
	


The first thing you should do in the examination is read the questions. You read the questions because this will tell you what to look for and annotate when reading the text.  The examiner can only ask you questions that test the assessment objectives.  These are the assessment objectives for this examination paper:


1. These are written in a language that is meant for English teachers.  Using a dictionary, rewrite each of these assessment objectives so that you understand what you are being asked to do.


2. The difficult thing about this examination paper is that there are different ways that you should answer different questions.  You should either answer in your own words or you should select examples and comment on what they have attempted to achieve.   Fill in the table below.  Say whether you think you should answer in your own words or select and comment.

	Type of Question
	Type of Response

	Follow an argument: when you are asked to say what the person is saying
	

	Fact and Opinion


	

	Presentation/ layout/ graphic


	

	Language


	


3. Here are some questions from the 2004 examination paper.  Can you identify which assessment objective each question is testing and then in which way you should answer each question?


You should read all the questions and write notes around the edge of the examination paper.  You should say what assessment objective each question is testing you on and note down how you are going to answer each question.  Remember, if it is a select and comment question you will need to find examples in the text whilst you read.

4. Read the extract from the 2004 examination paper.  Can you pick out the ideas that will help you answer questions 1a and 1b above? Some annotations have been added to get you started










 




Item 2: “Woman takes dog for a walk in a hold all” by Tom Wilkins.

Walking through the park not so long ago, I was bemused by the sight of a woman carrying a small black and white pooch in a bag.  The bag was casually tossed over her shoulder, with the dog’s head poking out through the zip.
I looked around to see if anybody else could see what I could.  Was this woman really taking her dog for a walk in a hold all?  Surely this completely spoils the idea of taking your dog for a walk?

Of course, I have long since stopped being too shocked at the madness of pet ownership. This is something that has built to something of an epidemic recently. 11 million households in Britain have a pet of some kind and pets account for 2.2 billion pounds of our spending each year. Clearly, saving a dog’s legs on a walk is just the tip of the pet insanity iceberg.

Pet pampering can be absurd.  The silly jackets people put on their cats, to protect them from the cold.  The laughable parlours that give rabbits a bouffant and the pretty bows people tie in their guinea pig’s hair.  It would be easy to cite story after story of pet owner eccentricity that would highlight and undermine a national obsession.

However, let’s not underestimate the power of pet ownership.  The benefits of having an animal in the home can be nothing short of miraculous.

Jenny Williams is 83-years-old and has been a widow for three years.  Her house seemed intolerably empty until her daughter Louise, 53, bought her mother a black and white kitten, 

now called Tailor.  “Mum was so distressed; she would just burst out crying when I walked in because she was so grateful for any small amount of company.  Now, with little Tailor in 

her life, it gives her something to look after again!”

It’s is not only the elderly who benefit from owning a small animal.  Young children have long since be taught responsibility and how to care for another living creature by owning a pet.

Lincoln City Primary School teacher Julie Tomkinson has a number of hamsters, mice and fish in her room.  She notes, “The animals teach the children how to care and nurture other living creatures. They each take turns to take the class pets home and learn important skills from this experience.”   She soon plans to expand into stick insects!

Therefore, although there will always be those who take things too far, pets have become an integral part of British home life.  They offer us company, loyalty and teach us to care and love for something other than ourselves - 11 million households can’t be wrong!

Tom Wilkins, The Times ©

For this question you should look at Item 2: “Woman takes dog for a walk in a hold all” by Tom Wilkins.

1a. Explain the main argument that Tom Wilkins gets across to his audience (5 marks)
For this question you should look at Item 1: “Her name was Molly” written by the RSPCA.
1b. What points does the RSPCA make about people who buy pets for Christmas? 

(4 marks)

2a. Explore how this persuasive language affects the reader of the text. (8 marks)

For this question you should look at both Item 1: “Her name was Molly” written by the RSPCA and Item 2: “Woman takes dog for a walk in a hold all” by Tom Wilkins.

2b. Compare how animal owners are portrayed in both texts. 


(10 marks)

You should explore the writers’ use of:

· Fact and opinion

· Presentational devices and graphics

· Language



The Mark Scheme
Some key points from the mark scheme – how to get the top grades:

-Show a clear and detailed understanding of subject material;

-Make sure you fully absorb the material;

-Use careful and logical argument/s, backed up with examples;

-Aim for sophisticated and convincing use of technical terms such as metaphor, simile, rhetorical questions, etc..

To recap:

1.
In your own words, how can you do well in this section of Paper 1?


In Paper 1: Section A of GCSE English, you will be provided with a range of media and non-fiction texts.  You may be given an advertisement, a leaflet, a newspaper article, an extract from a book – or, anything else that is deemed to be a media or non-fiction text.





For this section of the examination you should spend 1 hour answering the questions – the amount of time you spend on each question will vary according to the number of marks that are allocated to each question.  You should aim to spend longer on questions that are worth more marks.  A good indicator is to allow 2 minutes per mark.  For example, a 6-mark question should have 12 minutes spent on it.














What does ………………………………. say about ………………………. in the article ………………………………………………………………….? (6 marks)





Being able to engage with texts and interpret them in different ways;


Understanding the difference between fact and opinion;


Following an argument;


Showing that you can cross-reference ideas between texts;


Understanding how writers use presentation, structure and language in their texts.








 


 


 


 








1 a. What are the main points that Steinbeck uses to develop his views about conditions on the ranches? (8 marks)





Testing?						Response?





b. How does Steinbeck use language to shape the reader’s response? (7 marks)





Testing?						Response?








The men have to be fit to earn any money but the conditions stop them from being





During the spring, summer, and part of the fall a man may find some kind of agricultural work.  The top pay for a successful year will not be over $400, and if he has any trouble or is not agile, strong, and quick it may well be only $150.  It will be seen that rent is out of the question.  Clothes cannot be bought.  Every available cent must go for food and a reserve to move the car from harvest to harvest.  The migrant will stop in one of two federal camps, in a state camp, in houses put up by the large or small farmers, or in the notorious squatters’ camps. 





The word “notorious” and “squatters” are emotive – they suggest the camps are really bad.





The money is very poor





Item 1: Her name was Molly written by the RSPCA.





Your baby girl, eyes wide, asks sweetly for a kitten for Christmas.  She promises to look after the little “teddy bear creature”. Your heart makes all sorts of movements in your chest and your mouth involuntarily shapes the word “yes.” What harm can it do?





Christmas Day and warmed by the pudding and brandy the kitten is clearly the cutest thing you have seen.  She does the funniest things with a ping pong ball!





Your little girl lost interest in her present when it playfully scratched her, 11am Christmas Day.  You think you can look after the kitten yourself, she will be better when she is bigger.  The small toy like creature makes everyone smile!





The first vet’s bills come to nearly £150, for the animal’s inoculations.  To stop it from getting into fights and from becoming pregnant the vet predicts a further £100 vet’s bill.





You wonder why you bothered.





Your daughter will have nothing to do with clearing out its litter tray and dealing with the smell. She is clearly scared of the scurrying little rat!





The damn little thing then starts damaging your furniture.  You angrily shove it away from yet another ripped curtain, yet another puncture in your leather settee.





Arguments begin about what is to be done.





You snatch the thing from its hole.  Shoving it into a bag you go to the car.  You drive several miles, staring ahead, not looking at the bag.  The bag is pushing and shoving against your side.  You violently smash the bag against the side of the skip.  You hear a screech and the movement stops.





Another unwanted Christmas present thrown away.








Remember:


Read and annotate the questions – thinking carefully how you are expected to respond to the question.


Read and annotate the items.


When answering a comparison question you should use the bullet points in the question as the topic sentences for each paragraph in that answer.


When answering a comparison question you should remember to use connectives to move between items.





Paper 1: Section A assesses reading.  You should spend one hour on a range of questions that you will be provided with;


Remember to spend approximately 2 minutes per mark;


You may be asked to write about presentational devices, structure, layout, fact and opinions, and language;


To get higher grades you will need to analyse the effects of the various aspects of the text, as opposed to just identifying them.





Some further work…





Read a range of media and non-fiction texts, such as newspapers, leaflets and adverts; think abut the different points presented in the texts.


Revise key terms, such as  so that you are confident with commenting on them in the examination.
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