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Look at the following examination question.

1. Underline what you think are the key words in this question. 

2. You will notice that “Blessing” has been listed as the first poem. In the second row, record which poem you would choose as the second poem for this question.
3. In one sentence for each of the poems, make a statement about the key idea or ideas developed in each poem.  Complete this in the table below.
	First poem: Search for my Tongue
Key idea (s):



	Second poem:

Key idea (s):




4. Now, try the same again with the following question:


	First poem: Search for my Tongue
What we learn about the culture:



	Second poem:

What we learn about the culture:



1. How many of the following poetic techniques can you recognize? Using one number and one letter for each, place the definitions and the examples below into the correct places in the table.
	Term

                                                               
	Definition (numerals)
	Example (letters)

	Alliteration
	
	

	Assonance
	
	

	Simile
	
	

	Metaphor
	
	

	Onomatopoeia
	
	

	Rhyme
	
	

	Rhythm
	
	


Definitions

I. The repetition of the same initial sound in two or more words.

II. The repetition of the same vowel sound.

III. An image when the poet says that something is something else.

IV. An image when the poet says that something is like or similar to something else.

V. This describes a word that suggests the sound it represents.

VI. Words that have a similar sound.

VII. The way a writer can influence the speed we read something by using, for example, long or short words, or by using or not using punctuation.

Examples
A. The snake slowly slid off the table.

B. Wait! I hate bait!

C. My mad dog brother needs to be watched.

D. The skin cracks like a pod.

E. Hiss, splash

F. Son, done, won, 

G. We need to run to get there on time.

2. 
To practise your ability to respond to a writer’s use of poetic techniques, try to say something about each of the following examples in the context of the poems they appear:

	Examples.
	Your comments.

	It ties the other tongue in knots
	

	Like some dark ancestral spectre
	

	I longed/ for denim and corduroy/ My costumes clung to me
	

	Pots and pans bang together

in celebration, clang


	

	The time will come 
when, with elation, 
you will greet yourself arriving 

	

	Ah, sweet mystery/ Come to break the frozen lake in me
	



	Grade
	Description

	U
	· Some awareness of one or more texts

	G
	· Simple comment

· Reference to some detail

· Awareness of some aspects of presentation

	F
	· Some simple comment supported

· Reference to appropriate detail

· Statement on some aspects of presentation

	E
	· Extended supported comment

· Generalisation on the text(s) as a whole

· Appropriate reference use of quotation

· Simple comment on some aspects of presentation

	D
	· Some extended supported comment

· Range of comment supported by textual details

· Comment on effects achieved by writer

· Awareness of feeling(s), attitude(s), ideas

	C
	· Effective supporting use of textual detail

· Some cross reference

· Awareness of authorial techniques and purpose

· Understanding of feelings, attitudes, ideas

	B
	· Effective use of textual detail with integrated cross referencing

· Understanding of a variety of writer’s techniques

· Appreciation of feelings, attitudes and ideas

	A
	· References integrated with argument

· Analysis of writers’ techniques

· Exploration of and empathy with writers’ ideas and attitudes

	A*
	· Conceptualised response

· Close textual analysis

· Consistent insight and convincing/ imaginative interpretation


1.  What grade do you think this passage deserves? Why?







2.  What grade do you think this passage deserves? Why?












Examiner comments on the pupils’ work

3. What advice would you give to the two candidates that would help them get the next grade up?




Here is the title of the question that we are going to look at:


The first step is to fill in a planning grid like this.

	Areas
	Search for my Tongue
	Presents from my Aunts in Pakistan

	Ideas
	Old tongue being over taken by new tongue
	Been brought to England – feels English but also feels beautiful in Pakistani clothes – some feeling of shame – balancing up of both cultures

	Feelings and attitudes
	Fear that old language may be lost/ new language won’t allow her to express herself well
	Some shame – confusion at being caught between two cultures

	Language (and effects)
	metaphor of tongue for language/ link to flower – old metaphor – but link to flower = idea of beauty
	Use of metaphor of clothing to illustrate the difference – comfort/ fitting in – belonging

	Structure (and effects)
	Puts languages side by side – physically see the differences – use of phonics to help reader sound out Gujerati – illustrates the alien nature of language
	Little structure – does this represent the confusion of living between two cultures – allows poet to emphasise important words

	My evaluation
	I prefer this one as it very visually illustrates the feeling of language being alien and the problems this causes.

	


You now have the structure for your essay. The chief examiner recommends that you write your essay in the following order:
· Ideas Poem One

· Ideas Poem Two

· Feelings and attitudes Poem One

· Feelings and Attitudes Poem Two

· Language Poem One

· Language Poem Two

· Structure Poem One

· Structure Poem Two

· Evaluation.

Read the following essay carefully and afterwards answer the questions that appear below the essay.


1.
Now you have read the essay complete the table below.
	Questions.
	Answers.

	What are the key ideas developed in each poem?


	

	Do the poets express similar feelings and attitudes in these poems?


	

	What does the essay say about the use of language and its effect in both poems?


	

	What do you learn about the poets’ use of poetic devices?


	

	What comments are made about the structure of each poem?


	

	The author of the essay expresses a preference for one of the poems. Which one did she prefer?


	

	Make a list of the connectives that are used when the poems are being compared.

	



Finally, to help you revise the Poems From Other Cultures, copy the following table into your exercise book eight times and fill it in for each of the poems that you have studied.

	Areas.
	Poem:

	Ideas


	Summarise the key ideas that are discussed in the poem.

	Feelings and attitudes.


	Define the tone of the poem, or say what feelings the poet must have had when s(he) wrote the poem.

	Language (and effects)


	Make a note of some of the clever uses of language.

	Structure (and effects)


	Make a note about anything you can say about the way the poem is organised. For example, does it have an interesting shape? Is it a narrative? Is an argument developed?

	My evaluation


	Say what you liked about the poem. Does the poem have any limitations?



Read and underline the major points from these two pieces of writing.  

Hurricane Hits England

In Hurricane hits England Grace Nichols explores the idea of belonging to a culture and how this links to the physical environment in which she lives.  In the poem, as the title suggests, a hurricane has hit England.  She notes in the poem that storms are part of the environment of her homeland, in the Caribbean and consequently the hurricane gave her a greater sense of belonging, as she states:


“It took a hurricane, to bring her closer


To the landscape.”

The pronoun “her” suggests that she is using a persona.  Although Nichols is from the Caribbean and lived in England in 1987 when the hurricane hit, she is writing about the universal experience of culture rather than merely her own personal experience.

Yet, even though this opening sentence suggests that the hurricane brought with it a sense of belonging to England, the emotions in the poem are ones of uncertainty and fear.  In the first stanza of the poem Nichols notes:


“The howling ship of the wind,


Its gathering rage”

The personification of the storm, by giving it the emotion of “rage” makes the storm seem so powerful that it is something to be feared.  This is supported by the almost ghostly image of the “howling ship”, a metaphor that is used to signify that the storm has travelled over sea to hit England.  Of greater importance in the poem is the sense of confusion and uncertainty.  Nichols asks questions throughout, such as:


“O why is my heart unchained?”

This is a question born out of powerful emotions, she is unsure of herself and what she is meant to feel.  The idea of her heart being unchained suggests she no longer feels bound to one culture and that she does not know where she belongs.  The power of this emotion is emphasised by the exclamation of “O” at the beginning of the line.

Clearly, Nichols use of language is complex.  She builds upon the idea of the storm and uses it as an extended metaphor throughout the poem to highlight this lost sense of belonging.  Yet, in the third stanza she uses it to illustrate the beginnings of a new understanding.  This is clear in the lines:


The blinding illumination,


Even as you short-

Circuit us 

into further darkness?

The reference to a “blinding illumination” suggests lightening on a literal level.  However, an “illumination” could also suggest a sudden realisation, the beginning of a new way of thinking.  By suggesting the storm brings further darkness suggests that this realisation is only fleeting and the “darkness” is a metaphor for further confusion.  This is emphasised by the use of a question, which illustrates her confusion.

The structure of the poem supports this idea that Nichols is representing the mental processing of the effects of finding symbols of your culture following you to new places.  At the beginning of the poem she is confused and fearful and by the end she has reached a resolution.  This is illustrated in the final lines, which state:


“Come to let me know


That the earth is the earth is the earth”

Although still quite ambiguous, this seems to be suggesting that the hurricane has allowed her to realise that no matter where she is her culture is always with her, the storm merely awakened those feelings inside her.  Yet, her culture is more powerfully represented in the repetition in the poem.  This is illustrated when she states:


“Talk to me Huracan


Talk to me Oya


Talk to me Shango”

This use of structure seems to mimic the preaching of the gospel church but rather than speaking to a god, she is speaking to nature and to the storm, as represented in the names of the hurricanes in these lines.

Nichols’ poem is a sophisticated exploration of the idea of culture and belonging.  She uses the symbol of the storm as a physical presence in the poem but also as a metaphorical presence.  The hurricane is a clever way of exploring the confusion and fear of a person entering a new culture.  The emotions created are stimulated because of a feeling of not knowing where they belong.

This Room
This Room by Imitiaz Dharker on the face of it appears to be about a room, although it is a very confusing room where the features take on a life of their own.  In many ways the poem takes on the feel of a fairy tale where the objects in a house are able to come alive and perform super human tasks.  Clearly the room is meant to have a deeper symbolic meaning than this.  To get to the idea behind the poem you have to consider what we think of by a room.  Is it the place where we feel at home?  Is it a place that closes us? Or indeed, is it a place that keeps others out?  When viewed this way it is easy to see that the room could be an extended metaphor for culture.  The objects in the room that seemingly escape could be the different parts of the culture that are escaping.  The suggestion that “No one is looking for the door” suggests that there are many places for the defining features of a culture to disappear from. 

The poem is weirdly devoid of emotion.  It is a description of a fantastical house and the poet’s voice is hard to find.  In many respects she seems to find the process wonderful, as Dharker suggests that it is a “celebration” and that it is full of “excitement”.  Yet towards the end of the poem there seems to be a suggestion that there is some confusion, highlighted by the term “wondering”, as if she does not know where she is or what is going on.

The dominating feature of the poem’s language is the personification of the room’s furniture.  The movement of the furniture, which is symbolic of the things within our culture, is positive.  Dharker does not seem to be suggesting that the loss of the physical boundaries of culture is a bad thing.  This is clear when she states:


“The bed is lifting out of 

its nightmares”

If the bed is a symbol of the features of a culture and the room of the culture itself, this suggests that being within the culture is a nightmare.  

Yet, it is in the structure of the poem, that this appears to be contradicted. In the final two stanzas the poet seems to be placing herself in this dispersal of the culture.  This seems to highlight the problems caused for her, as she notes:


I’m wondering where

 I have left my feet, and why

My hands are outside, clapping”

This conclusion to the poem seems to reflect the human effect of cultures losing their boundaries.  These lines seem to play on two clichés.  Firstly, it is the idea of not being able to find you feet, or not knowing what you are meant to do because everything is so different.  Secondly, it seems as though she is all over the place, lost feet and hands somewhere else.  Although part of her is confused, indicated by “wondering”, outside her hands are applauding, as if they like being outside of the culture.  This conclusion is as enigmatic as her extended metaphor and serves to ask more questions than offer any moral.

Overall, this is a very clever poem and one that offers different interpretations to the different people who read it.  Whether the message is so unclear and the idea of fantastical furniture so outlandish is a point worthy of being raised.  Yet, the images are humorous and the message powerful, it takes a skilful writer to achieve such diverse aims.   
1. Remember in the exam you will be expected to compare these two poems on a particular theme.  Read this essay question:


What comparisons can be made between This Room and Hurricane Hits England that responds to this question?



Paper 2 Section A:


Poems from Other Cultures and Traditions


Cluster 2





In Paper Two Section A of your GCSE English Paper you will have to answer a question about poems from other cultures and traditions. The Anthology offers two selections of poems but you will probably have studied only one of the groups – either Cluster One or Cluster Two. In the exam you will have to write about two of the poems; one of the poems will be named in the question and are able to select the second poem from the same cluster, or from the other cluster. However, it is important that you write about two poems that you have studied in class.





The examiner will be looking for the following qualities in your essay:





Reading with insight, with appropriate references to the poems;


Selection of detail that is relevant to the question;


Comments about the poetic techniques used by the poets.





The examiner will also be looking for evidence that you have made comparisons between the poems.








Compare the ways in which two poets present what they have to say in their poems.








What do we learn about the culture considered in Sujata Bhatt’s “Search for my tongue”? Compare this with what you learn about another culture from another of the poems you have studied from the Different Cultures selection.








When you write your essay in the examination you will need to talk about the poets’ use of language, and you will need to refer to the poets’ use of poetic techniques. When you write about the poets’ use of poetic techniques it is important that you go beyond just labelling the techniques. For example, it is no good saying:





In “Half-Caste” there is an interesting metaphor, “sit down at dah piano/ an mix a black key/ wid a white key”. 





It is much better to say something like:





In “Half-Caste” the phrase “sit down at dah piano/ an mix a black key/ wid a white key” operates metaphorically, implying that phrase half-caste to describe people of mixed origin is similar to suggesting that you can mix the keys on the piano.  Agard does this sarcastically to highlight the stupidity of the phrase imposed on people of mixed race.








In this section of the revision book you will read what two pupils have written about one of the poems that you have studied. You will then be asked what grades you think each of the examples should be awarded.








Example One: Hurricane Hits England





In Hurricane Hits England Nichols uses a series of questions, illustrated by the question: “O why is my heart unchained?” Questions are often a sign of either curiosity or fear of something that is not known.  Both could be true here as Nichols is clearly feeling set adrift of her culture and she is fearful of her feeling of being lost.  This is emphasised by “O”, which seems to be an outcry of emotion, she is almost demanding that the reader answer her question.








Example 2: Hurricane Hits England





The poem Hurricane Hits England is an exploration of the insecurity that the poet felt when a hurricane came to England.  Hurricanes are something that she is used to experience in her homeland of the Caribbean.  This is illustrated in the term “What is the meaning/ Of old tongues/ Reaping havoc/ In new places?”  The use of the term tongue to symbolise the idea of culture is interesting, as it is clear that the hurricane speaks to her of her culture.  The use of “reaping havoc” could be literal, causing damage to the land in England. However it is more likely to be an extension of the metaphor, with the “havoc” caused to her emotionally.  This is supported by the use of a question, Nichols seems to be highlighting her insecurity as an old world impinges on the “new place” she has chosen as her home.








Example One:





This passage deserves a Grace C. The candidate understands the key issues of the poem, and has made some references to the language. However, the candidate does not discuss the effects of the language, and does not discuss the effects of any poetic techniques in enough detail.








Example Two:





This passage deserves a Grade A. The candidate understands the key issues of the poem. When she discusses these issues she refers to the language of the poem, and considers the effects of the language. She also makes intelligent references to poetic techniques.








It is quite likely that in the examination you will be asked to compare two poems. The examiner will give you credit for making comparisons or contrasts between the two poems that you choose to write about. This section of the revision book reminds you of one way to plan an essay that compares two poems.





Compare the ways in which the poets present what they have to say in “Search for my Tongue” and “Presents from my Aunts in Pakistan”.








Compare the ways in which the poets present what they have to say in “Search for my Tongue” and “Presents from my Aunts in Pakistan”.





Sujatta Bhatt and Moniza Alvi both use a variety of techniques in their poems Search for my Tongue and Presents from my Aunts in Pakistan to present their ideas.  These techniques serve to support the complex ideas of belonging and identity.





In Search for my Tongue Sujatta Bhatt explores the effect of having to write in a language that is not her own.  She fears that by writing in English, which she has to do in order to gain an audience, she is killing off her native tongue.  Bhatt also notes that she can never really know her second tongue.  This is clear in the opening to the poem, which states:


	“You ask me what I mean


	By saying I have lost my tongue”


The poem is directed at the audience, using a second person narrator, as if she aims to make us understand what it is like for her to have to write in English.  She uses this technique to show us that she is different from her audience.  The use of pronouns with “you” and “my” separates Bhatt from her readers; it sounds almost confrontational.





Alvi examines a similar sense of concern over belonging and identity.  She, like Bhatt, is forced to straddle two cultures and is unsure of how she fits into either.  Unlike, Search for my Tongue, in Presents from my Aunts in Pakistan the symbol of her identity is clothing. The clothing from Pakistan is portrayed as vibrant and rich with “peacock blue” and “candy striped bangles”; in contrast the English clothes are admired for the comfort they bring her because they make her feel like she fits in.  The whole poem focuses on the balance between English and Pakistani life in this way.





Unlike Alvi, who seems confused by her lack of identity, Bhatt presents her conflict in a determined way.  She seems intent on illustrating her fight to keep her native language, as she states:


	“Everytime I think I’ve forgotten,


I think I’ve lost my mother tongue,


It blossoms out of my mouth”


The image of the mother tongue blossoming shows, like a flower, it naturally re-emerges.  This is contrasted with the uncertainty of Alvi who states:


	“and there I was –


		Of no fixed nationality”


The use of the hyphen presents this idea as if it is a reflection, a thought that she has to fight to give voice to because of the long pause in the middle of the statement.





The language that Bhatt uses to present her ideas is highly metaphorical.  Throughout her poem she uses the extended metaphor of a flower bud to represent her language, as well as the accepted metaphor of a tongue to represent language.  The idea of this tongue blossoming reflects her belief that she can write beautifully in her native language, whilst her second feels stilted and dead





Similarly, Alvi uses imagery to explore the beauty of the Pakistani clothes in comparison to the drab English clothing.  When describing the costumes sent to her by her aunts she notes it was:


	“glistening like an orange split open”


The adjective glistening is in itself a suggestion of vibrancy.  However the use of the simile of the orange gives it an exotic feel, as well as indicating the richness of the colour.  She continues this idea when she notes she notes that she was “aflame”.  However, she uses this allusion to the phoenix to suggest that she does not feel like she belongs in these clothes, that she cannot live up to their vibrancy and their energy.





However, it is the poems’ structures that most powerfully reflect the ideas within.  Bhatt cleverly illustrates her point about a “foreign tongue” by writing a portion of her poem in Gujerati, with a western phonic representation of the sound of the symbols underneath.  This visual representation of the difference between the languages is powerful and does more to present her themes than the extended metaphor she uses.


	





In contrast, Alvi’s use of structure is less obvious but just as powerful.  The poem Presents is scattered all over the page, with seemingly no explanation for the formatting, other than it seems to represent the chaos of identity that the persona in the poem feels.  However, what it does serve to do is emphasise words that appear at the beginning and end of lines.  For instance, she writes:


		“I longed


	For denim and corduroy”


By placing “I longed” on a line separate, formatted in the middle of the poem serves to emphasise the desperate emotions in the poem, as she is longing for a definite identity, rather than the split between the beauty of the Pakistan clothes and the ease of the English clothing, which allow her to fit in.





Overall, Sujatta Bhatt seems to more powerfully illustrate her point.  The use of the Gujerati script was an ingenious method for visually representing the foreign nature of the script to us and vice versa for her. Her extended metaphor of the flower and the tongue serves to cleverly illustrate the beauty she sees in her native language.  In contrast, Alvi does powerfully represent the confusion of the girl in some depth but this is not only a personal reflection therefore it loses some of its emotional power.





Explore how This Room uses place to explore a sense of belonging or lack of it.  Compare this to one other poem.








