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Look at the following examination question.


1. Underline what you think are the key words in this question. 

2. You will notice that “Blessing” has been listed as the first poem. In the second row, record which poem you would choose as the second poem for this question.
3. In one sentence for each of the poems, make a statement about the key idea or ideas developed in each poem.  Complete this in the table below.
	First poem: Blessing

Key idea (s):



	Second poem:

Key idea (s):




4. Now, try the same again with the following question:


	First poem: What Were They Like?

What we learn about the culture:



	Second poem:

What we learn about the culture:



1. How many of the following poetic techniques can you recognize? Using one number and one letter for each, place the definitions and the examples below into the correct places in the table.

	Term

                                                               
	Definition (numerals)
	Example (letters)

	Alliteration
	
	

	Assonance
	
	

	Simile
	
	

	Metaphor
	
	

	Onomatopoeia
	
	

	Rhyme
	
	

	Rhythm
	
	


Definitions

I. The repetition of the same initial sound in two or more words.

II. The repetition of the same vowel sound.

III. An image when the poet says that something is something else.

IV. An image when the poet says that something is like or similar to something else.

V. This describes a word that suggests the sound it represents.

VI. Words that have a similar sound.

VII. The way a writer can influence the speed we read something by using, for example, long or short words, or by using or not using punctuation.

Examples
A. The snake slowly slid off the table.

B. Wait! I hate bait!

C. My mad dog brother needs to be watched.

D. The skin cracks like a pod.

E. Hiss, splash

F. Son, done, won, 

G. We need to run to get there on time.

2. 
To practise your ability to respond to a writer’s use of poetic techniques, try to say something about each of the following examples in the context of the poems they appear:

	Examples.
	Your comments.

	Brash with glass
	

	Silver crashes to the ground
	

	I watched the flame feeding on my mother.
	

	Imagine the drip of it, the small splash, echo

In a tin mug
	

	Looking down like some

Gargoyle Quasimodo
	

	The steady breaking and wombing
	



	
	Description

	U
	· Some awareness of one or more texts

	G
	· Simple comment

· Reference to some detail

· Awareness of some aspects of presentation

	F
	· Some simple comment supported

· Reference to appropriate detail

· Statement on some aspects of presentation

	E
	· Extended supported comment

· Generalisation on the text(s) as a whole

· Appropriate reference use of quotation

· Simple comment on some aspects of presentation

	D
	· Some extended supported comment

· Range of comment supported by textual details

· Comment on effects achieved by writer

· Awareness of feeling(s), attitude(s), ideas

	C
	· Effective supporting use of textual detail

· Some cross reference

· Awareness of authorial techniques and purpose

· Understanding of feelings, attitudes, ideas

	B
	· Effective use of textual detail with integrated cross referencing

· Understanding of a variety of writer’s techniques

· Appreciation of feelings, attitudes and ideas

	A
	· References integrated with argument

· Analysis of writers’ techniques

· Exploration of and empathy with writers’ ideas and attitudes

	A*
	· Conceptualised response

· Close textual analysis

· Consistent insight and convincing/ imaginative interpretation


What grade do you think this passage deserves? Why?





2.  What grade do you think this passage deserves? Why?







Examiner comments on the pupils’ work


Here is the title of the question that we are going to look at:


The first step is to fill in a planning grid like this.

	Areas
	Blessing
	Nothing’s Changed

	Ideas
	Considers the contrast between rich and poor – Bombay. (water)
	Considers the contrast between rich and poor – SA. (economic apartheid)

	Feelings and attitudes
	Starts with horrors of drought, then moves to celebration – water has value. Brings villagers together, like a religious celebration.


	Anger builds up because nothing has changed. Poet seems helpless – cannot do anything about it – cut off from whites’ world.

	Language (and effects)
	Religious imagery: blessing, congregation.

Value of water: fortune, silver.


	Contrast between blacks and whites: food and inn.

Increasing anger: verbs at beginning, bomb at the end.



	Structure (and effects)
	Slow at the beginning, short sentences with punctuation to suggest waiting.

Long sentence at end of poem to represent the excitement.
	Poem relies on contrasts.

Repetition of Nothing’s changed

	My evaluation
	
	Prefer this poem because of its hard hitting political statement. 


You now have the structure for your essay. The chief examiner recommends that you write your essay in the following order:

· Ideas Poem One

· Ideas Poem Two

· Feelings and attitudes Poem One

· Feelings and Attitudes Poem Two

· Language Poem One

· Language Poem Two

· Structure Poem One

· Structure Poem Two

· Evaluation.

Read the following essay carefully and afterwards answer the questions that appear below the essay.


1.
Now you have read the essay complete the table below.
	Questions.
	Answers.

	What are the key ideas developed in each poem?


	

	Do the poets express similar feelings and attitudes in these poems?


	

	What does the essay say about the use of language and its effect in both poems?


	

	What do you learn about the poets’ use of poetic devices?


	

	What comments are made about the structure of each poem?


	

	The author of the essay expresses a preference for one of the poems. Which one did she prefer?


	

	Make a list of the connectives that are used when the poems are being compared.
	


Finally, to help you revise the Poems From Other Cultures, copy the following table into your exercise book eight times and fill it in for each of the poems that you have studied.


	Areas.
	Poem:

	Ideas


	Summarise the key ideas that are discussed in the poem.

	Feelings and attitudes.


	Define the tone of the poem, or say what feelings the poet must have had when s(he) wrote the poem.

	Language (and effects)


	Make a note of some of the clever uses of language.

	Structure (and effects)


	Make a note about anything you can say about the way the poem is organised. For example, does it have an interesting shape? Is it a narrative? Is an argument developed?

	My evaluation


	Say what you liked about the poem. Does the poem have any limitations?


Read and underline the major points from these two essays.  

Two Scavengers in a Truck,

Two beautiful People in a Mercedes.
In this poem the poet explores social inequality in America. In a photographic moment he contrasts the lives of two pairs of people stuck at a traffic light. In the first half of the poem we are presented with a detailed description of the tableau while in the second half of the poem Ferlinghetti develops his argument that for many people the American dream is not a reality.

We are first introduced to two garbage men coming to the end of their shift. Their “red plastic blazers” indicate that they do a manual job, and it is emphasised that they are “standing” on the back of their garbage truck, not sitting – another indication that they have a manual job. The description of the older garbage man implies that their hard life has had physical consequences. He has “grey iron hair” as though he is less than human, which is also implied through the simile of him looking like “some gargoyle Quasimodo”. These images of iron and stone help to capture the still image of the character, but they also imply that he is closer to an inanimate object than a human. 

The scavengers are starkly compared to two people in a Mercedes. While the garbage men wear red plastic jackets, the driver of the Mercedes wears a “hip three-piece linen suit” while his blonde female passenger wears a “short skirt and coloured stockings.” The contrasts in clothes clearly illustrate the differences in wealth. Interestingly the younger garbage man and the driver of the Mercedes have something in common, as they both have long hair and sunglasses. It is not initially clear why these contrasts and comparisons have been made, but in the next section of the poem Ferlinghetti develops his argument. It seems that Ferlinghetti is arguing that although the two young men have something in common, the scavenger will never have the same wealth as the architect.

Although the garbage men are parked next to the Mercedes they are “gazing down / as from a great distance”. It becomes clear that this distance is metaphorically a financial distance. We are told that the garbage men are staring

“as if they were watching some odourless TV ad

In which everything is always possible.”

These two lines are central to Ferlinghetti’s argument. He argues that Americans have been seduced by media images and messages to believe in the American dream. However, the adjective “odourless” to describe the TV ad suggests that the media images are sanitised, and do not tell the truth. The truth is presented in the final few lines of the poem. The physical distance between the garbage men and the people in the Mercedes is described ironically as “that small gulf”. In this oxymoron the poet is saying that although the physical distance is small, the social distance between the two is immense. He concludes the poem by referring to “the high seas / of this democracy” which suggests that although Americans celebrate the democratic nature of their society, for some people the democracy is as dangerous as the high seas. While the garbage men and the people in the Mercedes are adjacent to each other at the traffic lights, it is clear that the wealth of the architect and his passenger is completely beyond the scavengers.

Island Man

In this poem Grace Nichols explores the way West Indians living in Britain can still yearn for their life back in the West Indies. The images cleverly evoke both London and the Caribbean as the island man wakes up. The ambiguous nature of some of the imagery also suggests the ambiguous identity many people from the Caribbean living in Britain.

The poem opens with the word “Morning” on a line of its own, which suggests the Caribbean island man’s sudden realization of the time. However, in his confusion he imagines that he hears island sounds, for example “blue surf”, although it is made clear to us that these sounds are only in his head. The metaphor of the waves “breaking and wombing” is interesting. The rhythm of the two words each with two syllables creates the steady rhythm of the surf , while the term “wombing” has two possible effects: firstly I think the word is onomatopoeic, and suggests the sound of the surf; secondly the word reminds us that the these sounds come from the place the island man was born. This section of the poem contains a great deal of sibilance which is used to create the sound of the surf.

In the second stanza the island is evoked by the reference to wild seabirds and fisherman. The metaphor of the “emerald island” is interesting because it suggests both the green vegetation of the island and also how precious the island is to the character in the poem, as an emerald is a precious stone.

The images of the poem then make a transition from the Caribbean island to London as the island man begins to recognize the sounds of London. His reluctance to return to the reality of London is suggested by the words “groggily groggily” while there is also some very clever use of diction to suggest the man’s confusion. For example, the island man “Comes back to sands” which suggests the sands of the island, but also echoes the “sounds” of London. In the same way “metallic soar” suggests the sound of cars but the word “soar” also echoes the “roar” of both the traffic and the surf of the island. Similarly, the “surge of wheels” suggests steadily increasing traffic but the word “surge” also echoes the “surf” of the island.

“Muffling muffling” describes the island man wrapping his pillows around his head to keep out the sound of the waves, so that he can return to reality which is “Another London day.” However, the island man returns to reality reluctantly, and has to “heave” himself away from his dreams of his Caribbean island. The phrase “Another London day” forms the final line of the poem like an important announcement, or even a warning. It seems quite clear that the island man would much prefer to be living in the Caribbean. 

The form of the poem is used to reflect the subject matter. It is written in free verse to help reflect the confusion of the waking man, and the complete lack of punctuation helps to suggest that the process of waking up is a continuous process. 

Blessing

This poem explains how something we take for granted, water, can be considered such a precious thing by some people in the world. Imtiaz Dharker uses some clever imagery to describe the excitement felt by people living in a shanty town outside of Bombay when a municipal water pipe bursts.

The poem opens with a vivid simile, “The skin cracks like a pod.” This simile suggests that the people’s skin is dry and brittle, almost like parched earth. The people’s skin is this dry because “There never is enough water.” By placing “never” towards the beginning of this sentence it emphasizes the fact that these people are always thirsty. This sense of thirst is developed in the second stanza as the people can only “imagine” the sound of water. The alliteration in “small splash” creates the sound of the dripping water as it echoes in a tin mug. The enjambment “echo / in a tin mug” suggests the movement of the dripping water. It is interesting that because water is so precious to these people they see it as a gift from a “kindly god”.

In the opening six lines there are three sentences, and the third sentence contains three commas. All of this slows the rhythm of the poem down and helps to give the sense of the people waiting for a long period of time for water. However, when the municipal pipe bursts the rhythm speeds up to reflect the excitement of the people as they rush to collect water; the last sentence of the poem is thirteen lines long. The appearance of the water is described as a “rush of fortune”. This suggests that the people are fortunate to have the water, but it also suggests that the water is so valuable it is like having a fortune. This sense of value is emphasized when the water is described as “silver” crashing to the ground. 

The residents of the shanty town are described as a “congregation” when they rush out of their huts. Congregation is a word usually used to describe members of a church and so this metaphor suggests that having water is almost like a religious experience. The phrase “every man woman child” is interesting. The poet has not used commas to separate the items of the list which has two effects. Firstly, the lack of commas helps to give the impression of the crowd’s speed. In addition, because there are no commas the three nouns seem to blur together, reflecting the way that you would not be able to identify individuals in a rushing crowd.

The list of objects used to collect water gives the poem an almost photographic vividness, as we are told about such a variety of containers. The long list also helps to give the impression of everyone queuing up to get some of the water.

The children obviously enjoy the water as they are “screaming” with excitement. However, I think the poet deliberately shocks us in the last line of the poem to remind us how unfortunate these people actually are. We are told that the water “sings / over their small bones” rather than their small bodies, which tells us that these people are so poor that their bones stick out. It is not surprising that they see the burst water pipe as a “blessing”.

Paper 2 Section A:


Poems from Other Cultures and Traditions


Cluster 1





In Paper Two Section A of your GCSE English Paper you will have to answer a question about poems from other cultures and traditions. The Anthology offers two selections of poems but you will probably have studied only one of the groups – either Cluster One or Cluster Two. In the exam you will have to write about two of the poems; one of the poems will be named in the question and are able to select the second poem from the same cluster, or from the other cluster. However, it is important that you write about two poems that you have studied in class.





The examiner will be looking for the following qualities in your essay:





Reading with insight, with appropriate references to the poems;


Selection of detail that is relevant to the question;


Comments about the poetic techniques used by the poets.





The examiner will also be looking for evidence that you have made comparisons between the poems.








Compare the ways in which two poets present what they have to say in their poems.








What do we learn about the culture considered in Denise Levertov’s “What Were They Like?” Compare this with what you learn about another culture from another of the poems you have studied from the Different Cultures selection.








When you write your essay in the examination you will need to talk about the poets’ use of language, and you will need to refer to the poets’ use of poetic techniques. When you write about the poets’ use of poetic techniques it is important that you go beyond just labelling the techniques. For example, it is no good saying:





In “Nothing’s Changed” there is an interesting metaphor, “I press my nose / to the clear panes”. 





It is much better to say something like:





In “Nothing’s Changed” the phrase “I press my nose / to the clear glass” operates metaphorically, implying that the glass window of the inn is an invisible barrier, that has replaced the legal barriers presented by apartheid. Although the poet says he could see inside the inn, he knew that black people would not be able to afford to eat there.








In this section of the revision book you will read what two pupils have written about one of the poems that you have studied. You will then be asked what grades you think each of the examples should be awarded.








Example One: 





In the third stanza Afrika comes across the restaurant, “brash with glass”. This phrase shows that he is angry. There is a simile to describe the inn’s name “flaring like a flag”. We can see that the black population would not be welcome at the inn because there is a “guard at the gatepost.” The Port Jackson trees are imported trees, and the poet is suggesting that they are as out of place in District 6 as the restaurant is. Although Afrika says that there is no sign to say that it is a whites only inn, he says that “we know where we belong.” This suggests that the black South Africans feel inferior.








Example 2: Nothing’s Changed.





In the third stanza Afrika comes across the restaurant, “brash with glass”. In this context brash means showy or even arrogant and the harsh vowels of the assonance helps to suggest the poet’s anger. The simile of the inn’s name “flaring like a flag” suggests the flags that people put up when they have conquered someone else’s land, which reminds us that the whites have stolen the land of South Africa. This idea of the blacks being conquered is developed by the threatening “guard at the gatepost.” The alliteration in the phrase “flaring like a flag” helps to create the sound of a flag flapping in the wind, even though the sign is made of wood. The Port Jackson trees are imported trees, and the poet is suggesting that they are as out of place in District 6 as the restaurant is. Although Afrika says that there is no sign to say that it is a whites only inn, “we know where we belong.” This phrase is ambiguous: it could mean that the blacks know that they could not get into the inn, because of the guard, but it is also a metaphor to suggest that the blacks believe that they are inferior to the whites.








Example One:





This passage deserves a Grace C. The candidate understands the key issues of the poem, and has made some references to the language. However, the candidate does not discuss the effects of the language, and does not discuss the effects of any poetic techniques.








Example Two:





This passage deserves a Grade A. The candidate understands the key issues of the poem. When she discusses these issues she refers to the language of the poem, and considers the effects of the language. She also makes intelligent references to poetic techniques.








It is quite likely that in the examination you will be asked to compare two poems. The examiner will give you credit for making comparisons or contrasts between the two poems that you choose to write about. This section of the revision book reminds you of one way to plan an essay that compares two poems.





Compare the ways in which the poets present what they have to say in “Blessing” and “Nothing’s Changed”.








Compare the ways in which the poets present what they have to say in “Blessing” and “Nothing’s Changed”.





In “Blessing” Imtiaz Dharker considers the contrast between the rich and the poor in Bombay, as a poor community celebrates the appearance of water because of a burst water pipe. In “Nothing’s Changed” Tatamkhulu Afrika also considers the contrast between the rich and the poor as he explores the consequences of economic apartheid in South Africa.





While “Blessing” moves from the horrific effects of drought to a celebration when water appears, in “Nothing’s Changed” the poet becomes increasingly angry about the way poverty has affected the lives of the black population in South Africa.





“Blessing” opens with a vivid simile, “The skin cracks like a pod.” This simile suggests that the people’s skin is dry and brittle, almost like parched earth. The people’s skin is this dry because “There never is enough water.” By placing “never” towards the beginning of this sentence it emphasizes the fact that these people are always thirsty. This sense of thirst is developed in the second stanza as the people can only “imagine” the sound of water. The alliteration in “small splash” creates the sound of the dripping water as it echoes in a tin mug. The enjambment “echo / in a tin mug” suggests the movement of the dripping water. It is interesting that because water is so precious to these people they see it as a gift from a “kindly god”.





“Nothing’s Changed” also starts off with a depressing tone, with Afrika returning to District 6. Afrika’s anger is suggested by the aggressive verbs such as “thrust”, trodden on” and “crunch”.  He implies that he naturally belongs to this district, which makes the removal of black people seem even more unfair. He doesn’t even need a sign to tell him that he is there as his body naturally recognizes the land. The “soft labouring” of his lungs and “anger” in his eyes suggests that he is controlling his anger.





The tone of “Blessing” soon changes as the municipal water pipe bursts. The residents of the shanty town are described as a “congregation” when they rush out of their huts. Congregation is a word usually used to describe members of a church and so this metaphor suggests that having water is almost like a religious experience. The phrase “every man woman child” is interesting. The poet has not used commas to separate the items of the list which has two effects. Firstly, the lack of commas helps to give the impression of the crowd’s speed. In addition, because there are no commas the three nouns seem to blur together, reflecting the way that you would not be able to identify individuals in a rushing crowd.





However, the tone of “Nothing’s Changed” becomes increasingly bitter. In the third stanza Afrika comes across the restaurant, “brash with glass”. The name “flaring like a flag” suggests the flags that people put up when they have conquered someone else’s land. The Port Jackson trees are imported trees, and the poet is suggesting that are as out of place in District 6 as the restaurant is. The stark contrast between the inn and the working man’s café is a metaphor for the different lives of the whites and blacks. While the whites have “haute cuisine” “crushed ice white glass” the blacks have “bunny chows” and plastic tables. The reference to “working man’s café” is interesting, as though the blacks are the ones who do all the work while the whites live a life of leisure. This unfairness makes the poet feel increasingly angry until at the end of the poem his “Hands burn / for a stone, a bomb”. It seems that this poem is a warning that if the lives of the blacks are not improved, then South African society could return to the old days of violence.











The structure of “Blessing is interesting. In the opening six lines there are three sentences, and the third sentence contains three commas. All of this slows the rhythm of the poem down and helps to give the sense of the people waiting for a long period of time for water. However, when the municipal pipe bursts the rhythm speeds up to reflect the excitement of the people as they rush to collect water; the last sentence of the poem is thirteen lines long. The appearance of the water is described as a “rush of fortune”. This suggests that the people are fortunate to have the water, but it also suggests that the water is so valuable it is like having a fortune. This sense of value is emphasized when the water is described as “silver” crashing to the ground. 





The structure of “Nothing’s Changed” is similarly interesting. The poem relies on the contrasts between the rich and the poor for its structure, although the use of the title is effective. The poem starts and finishes with the stark observation that “Nothing’s Changed” which emphasizes how all of the unfairness of the apartheid years still exists.





I have enjoyed studying both of these poems, but I prefer “Nothing’s Changed” because of its powerful political statement.











PAGE  
13

