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1. Mind maps are a really effective way of beginning to revise the content of a poem, novel or short story.
Follow these instructions:

a) Put the title of the text in the middle of a sheet in a circle and colour in the circle.

b) Think about the most important ideas for that text and make a big branch away from the circle for each of these ideas.  Colour each big branch in with a different colour.

c) At the end of each branch draw a picture that symbolises that idea.

d) Choose one branch and draw as many twigs from it as you can.  The more important the idea the bigger the twig.  For the most important ideas draw a picture.

e) Complete this process for each branch, remembering to keep using your colour code.

f) Pin it to the wall!

Here is an example:
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2. Do a Google image search on the title of your exam text and select three pictures from those that appear.  Explore how they link to the text, using examples if necessary.

These images were found when typing in “Night of the Scorpion.” Can you explain how each image links to the poem?
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c.

3. There is, of course, the option of drawing pictures to represent exam texts and ideas.  Colours and shapes are wonderful for representing emotions.  Also, remember that writers use imagery, therefore all they are doing is using words to create pictures.
4. Attach particularly difficult things to remember to an actual person or place.  For instance if you constantly forget that personification is the giving of inanimate objects human qualities – why not link it to:
Why make this link?






1. It is good to talk! For some of the time it can be productive to sit across the way from somebody and just see what you know.  Don’t write it down, don’t try and be intelligent, and don’t start off by thinking what part of English you will talk about – just talk! 

2. Take key words and challenge each other to speak for a minute.  One of you should note down the key ideas that the other person comes up with and then together you should work out the important things that were not mentioned and make a careful note of these.
3. Quizzes are good; both making them up and taking part in them helps you to revise.  This is especially good if you offer up a prize for victory, better still if you suggest a forfeit for being wrong!  The more people involved the better – make it as competitive as possible.


4. When revising writing to argue or persuade it is often good to stimulate ideas by having a discussion first.  Choose a contentious topic and then set up a debate, with a chair person and rules for giving contributions.  If someone gives an unsupported view they should be challenged to expand and give examples to support their arguments.


If you are very skilful at music you may be able to put the poems to music.  You must be aware though that music is meant to reflect the meaning and emotion in the words, therefore this really is a high level task.  However, even without this it will make you focus and read the poems carefully, which, in turn will help your recall skills in the examination.
1. Easier and also quite good fun is searching on music websites such as Napster and MSN music to find songs whose lyrics and melody reflect the texts you have been studying. For instance:

a) Say what song you could choose to be the theme tune to the film of your novel or short stories and why.


b) What song would best reflect both the sense of belonging and the anger in Nothing’s Changed?



c) Is there a song that sums up the way you are meant to go about pulling apart non fiction texts?


2. More simply, why not try listening to certain pieces of music when revising subjects.  This depends on your taste but you could, for example, listen to Coral when revising poetry, The Strokes when revising your novel or Snow Patrol when revising non fiction texts.  It is thought that music with 60 – 70 beats per minute is especially good for helping your brain work well.

1. Stick post it notes everywhere with key words on that will make you think.  Put a character from your novel by the kettle.  Put an image from one of the poems next to your alarm clock.  Put a theme from one of the literature poems on your wardrobe.  Stick post it notes everywhere that you would visit each day.  When you see one you should think carefully about what thoughts it triggers and then move on!
2. Card sorts are brilliant!  Try some of the tasks below as card sorts but remember these are only some possible examples:

a) Write all of the characters from your novel on cards, shuffle the cards and then put two of them on the table.  Explain the relationship between the two characters and how they act towards each other – either on paper, in your head or to a friend – then shuffle again and repeat.

b) Write the titles of the literature poems on to cards.  Lay the cards face up on a table.  Put them into piles based on their themes, such as isolation or growing up, but be sure to explain why you have connected the poems in each pile.  Repeat until you have run out of themes.
c) Write the poetic techniques, such as metaphor or alliteration,  on one set of cards.  Write quotations from poems on another set of cards.  Match the techniques to the quotations and try to explain why each technique has been used.

3. Be dramatic! Why not try to make a production out of the poems or the novel/ short stories.  You make up a play and then film it!  You could create freeze frames of the poems. You could hot seat, that is become the character and get other people to ask you questions, which you answer in character.  You could even play charades; try to get people to guess a character, poem or story from the mimes that you do.

1. Mnemonics are means of remembering a list of terms.  For instance, when remembering the colours of the rainbow people use Richard Of York Gave Battle In Vain (red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, violet).  In English there are lists of poetic techniques and lists of things that you need to look at when you explore non fiction texts.

When looking at non fiction texts you need to look at language, following the argument, fact and opinion, audience and purpose, presentational devices and layout.  Can you create a mnemonic to remember these?
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2. Try putting ideas into a verse or into a rap.  This is to do with chunking, linking, words together in your memory with rhyme.  The funnier the rhyme the better because the part of the brain that makes you laugh is right next to the part that makes you remember!
3. Limit the amount of words you are allowed to express things in.  As an example, imagine you need to summarise the work of Seamus Heaney or Simon Armitage: do it in exactly 50 words:




1. Something as simple as reading quality newspapers can help when you come to complete your Paper 1 Section A examination.  It increases your common sense when it comes to non fiction texts and allows you access to the work of lots of writers.

2. Writing and rewriting your notes can help.  Each time you rewrite your notes you should try to make them more concise and to the point.  Using highlighters to pick out the most important points will help you too.
3. Produce credit card sized lists of important information about anything.  For instance you could write essential persuasive writing tips on a card that can fit in a wallet. Try it now:


4. Splurge! Why try to be intelligent all the time?  Sit down with a big blank piece of paper and just write and see what comes out.  Give yourself a time limit you feel comfortable with and don’t stop writing until that is up.  Be strict – even if you have to write rubbish just keep writing!  This can be on a section of poems or it can be a way of producing a piece of descriptive writing.  Walk away… when you come back look at what you have written, select what is good and celebrate it on a new piece of paper.

These are just suggestions for the way people learn, they may not suit you.  Try a few out and see what works but using a variety will keep it interesting.

To give yourself heart why not record what revision you have done.  Here is an example of a table you can create to keep track of what you have revised.
	Task completed
	Examination Section
	Evaluation

	Mnemonic
	Paper 1
	OK – helped me remember the technical vocabulary but still to work out what they mean.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


The sections that follow focus on the different sections of the examinations you will sit.  They are in the order that you will sit them in the summer.

Each section focuses your attention on the content of the texts and the skills you will need.  However, more importantly, the sections keep reminding you about your examiner and what they require from you.  There are mark schemes, example essays, examiner comments as well as tasks that will help you plan and write your own answer.

You should treat this as a work book.  Some of the pages that you will need to use more than once will be on the school’s website.  You can print them off then and use them again and again.

Good luck in your revision.  We know you will do brilliantly.
An Introduction:


Revision Skills





English is one of the hardest subjects to revise.  However, it is a subject which you can get better at by:


learning and understanding the content


practising the skills





In this introduction you will consider some techniques that will help you to revise. It covers as many of the different styles of learning as possible.





A visual learner is a person who is better when they see things.  They need to be able to visualise the content of a poem, for instance, or see the connections between ideas.





This is a learner who works best by working with others.  Sharing the workload is good for most people but these people thrive when they have someone to challenge them to think in a different way.





A musical learner is a person who learns best by connecting what they are learning to music.  It is felt that listening to Mozart before you are born will make you more intelligent in life.  Maybe it is a bit late to tell you this!





A physical learner learns best by moving around.





Clearly, in terms of English, you are the lucky ones.  You learn better when you form ideas and notes into key words and sentences.





a.





b.





c.








These are learners who revise better by themselves
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